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UM COURSE TEACHES SKILLS OF PREHISTORIC CULTURES
MISSOULAA University of Montana course offered this summer will examine what modern man
can learn from our primitive ancestors and how humans related to nature in prehistoric times.
The course includes a three-day, field trip in which students can learn about and practice
primitive survival skills.
The three-credit course, “Human Relationships to Wilderness In Precivilized Cultures,”
is being offered through UM’s Continuing Education. The course will be taught by David
Purviance, director of University Relations and co-creator of the Wildwood Festival, a two-day
exposition of primitive technology skills that attracted thousands of people to downtown
Missoula in 1997 and 1998.
The three-credit course, dubbed Forestry/Anthropology 395 in the summer semester
catalog, will be held from June 28 to Aug. 2. The three-day field trip will be held July 31-Aug
2 at the Bandy Ranch located near Ovando. Students are encouraged to register at least two
weeks before the class begins by calling Janie Spencer at (406) 243-2705.
Purviance said our ancestors had an intimate relationship with the environment for
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more than 100,000 generations, while the current Industrial Age - which tends to isolate
humans from their environment - has existed for a mere 10 generations. He said it would be
folly to assume that their primitive lifestyle has nothing to teach us. Through classroom
lectures, readings and instructor demonstrations, followed by hands-on experience with many
primitive survival skills, students will gain an understanding of their prehistoric ancestors’
lifestyle and how it intersected with the environment. Students will learn about everything from
friction fires and jerky making to mythology, storytelling, and edible and medicinal uses of
plants.
The course is jointly sponsored by the UM School of Forestry’s Wilderness Institute
and the Department of Anthropology.
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